Approve# For*Release-2003/1 1/04 : CIA-RDP69BO9369RQ0JD2OQ24OO77-4 


.NORTHERN 

Virginia sun 


2257 


L 


3. 


A llcu-Scott Report 

C :':er Cosmonauts 


'^1 

v it 


May Have Died 

11***, 1 


By ROBERT S. ALLEN 
and PAUL SCOTT 


iM-3 

Mr. ATIua 


WASHINGTON — Other Soviet', 
cosmonau.s arc believed to have 
died in an accident closely linked 
to .he Komarov tragedy. 

Tie unannounced second acci- ( 
don: reputedly occurred when a j 
liuge booster missile blow up on 
the launching pad at Baikonur, • 
Russia's lest center in the re- I 
mote plains of Kazakhstan 1,- ' 
203 miles .southeast of Moscow. ' 

Long - range listening devices f 
of the National Security Agency ■ 
moni ored frantic messages | 
from Baikonur ' telling of ait ex- i 
plosion shortly after the launch- 
ing of the ill-fated Soyuz I, which 
crashed killing Komarov. 

At the time of the explosion, a 
manned spacecraft with several 
cosmonauts was being readied, 
for launching to join Soyuz I In 
what Soviet diplomats had hint- 
ed would be a spectacular space , 
venture. 

Exactly what happened both . ( 
on die ground and in space is j 
still not wholly known to U.S. in- . 
tclligence. However, through itv , 
tercepled radio signals from j 
Baikonur they learned of the un- j 
publicized explosion, reports of . 
casualties and of a temporary , 
communications blackout at the 
space center. 

Whether that failure, which 
could have affected the commu- 
nications and control link be- 
tween the space center and . 
Soyuz I, had anything to do with' J 
the malfunctioning of Komarov's , 
spacceioft has not yet been de- 
termined. 


Also missing from the funeral 
was A'rforce Lieutenant General 
Nikolai Manariil. chief of the 
cosmonaut twining program. 
Before the Soyuz launch il "'as ' 
reported lie was slated to take 
part in the experiment aboard one 
of the • spacecraf . , 

In talking to members of I he: 


—“'Economic Aid: Grants to-; 
.'Dominion government. $122,200,-. 
; 0C1D: development loans. $• '- 
500,000; technical assistance, 

‘ $13,133!c 00; surplus farm com- 
i modi lies, S10.132.S51. 

—"Military Akl: Inter • Amcr- 
: lean Peace Force. $37,921.* 
381: aid to Dominican Armed 


H-av e and Senate Snare Com- .forces $9,300,000. 
milters NASA Administralor Ip, addition, toe U.S. gave 3s.,- 
_ 1 209.000 "o the Dominion Republic: 

James Webb confirmed that thcr : . ’ before the uprising. - : 

■Russians are withholding intor- Despite this large - scale aid, 
mutton about the space tragedy.- the present government of Pro. . 

, "They definitely are not telling , • idem Joaquin Bttlaguer is tbieat- 
t all they know about this affair," , ; 

1. Webb said. "However, until we: j 
can analyze all the data being* . 


In addition to tire NSA inter- j j- ciiute jump. 

V? TTC .aii'Hirv 


gathered, I can’t elaborate any 

* further.” ’ «; ; 

Asked by a House committee* . j 

* man whether the Russians hade 1 
' lost cosmonauts in the past,., i 

■ Webb replied; ■ - j’ ‘ 

■ "We believe 'they have. There, 
‘have been ground accidents like- 

our own." 

.' a s reported in Ibis column' m; 
February, details ot Russia's sc-*, 
i cret space fatalities are high- ‘ 
lighted in a .Central Intelligen ce.: 
Agency report prepared lor the;. 
White House irsome time before. 

" the Cape Kennedy disaster that; 

: took the lives of the three U.S. ; 

astronauts. • ■■ 

! in a statement published tn the , 
I. Soviet press last month, that es- 
.'•'caped world notice, Airforce , 
l General Manarin in effect ad- , 

; mitted one cosmonaut death. He . 
i a tributed this . to a "high para- 


cited ■ with another Castro - sup;' 
ported revolt. 

: Tiiat’s the wanting from Am- 
bassador John Crimmins, who 
points out 'hat. many of the rob*; 
els who took part in tee April 24. 
1985. uprising ■ are- organizing and, 
getting arms from Cuba. . J . 


opts, a dispatch to the State De- 1 -. 
uu'imenl from a U.S. military 
■fiache in Moscow indica'ied at 
sasi three cosmonauts cunnot 
>e accounted ter. 

Tie message pointed out that 
ht'ce cosmonauts mentioned in 
lascow reports as the likely 
row for the second spaoccrafi 
hd iv.a a i tend ihc slate funeral 
or Komarov although all others 


U.S. authorities are of the i 
opinion teis fatality was one of 
: twelve'’', in Soviet space accidents. . 
I /■" Tie U.S. has spent $203,207,233 
: I in strife-torn Dominican Repub- 
, , He since President Johnson sent , 
' \ troops there during the 1953 up- i 
■ >■ rising, 

Tie total, which includes S'U, 
i 221,391 in military expenses, was 
' disclosed in a report Secretary 
’ | Rusk sent to a House Foreign : 
. ' Affairs subcommittee. 

Requested by Representative ' 
, Armlstead Selden Jr., D-Ala„ 
chairman of the Latin American 


If these cosmonauts were 
live, Intelligence mithortlle* are 
omwed they would have been 
n hand bemuse of the burial’s ■ ' chairman of me utttn 
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ilssing cosmonauls sending through March 1, 1937, is qs fol- 
sndolences to Komarov's lam* . lows: , 


